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Introduction

Imagination is more important than knowledge. For
knowledge is limited to all we now know and under-
stand, while imagination embraces the entire world, and
all there ever will be to know and understand.

Albert Einstein
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A2 The life of Girolamo Car-
.;o,‘d,-msepmbﬂ g dano spanned the period

oncmisodneide | | from  September 24, 1501
] (Pavia) to September 21,
1576 (Rome), according to
the chart given in Cardano’s
'Libelli Duo’ [4].

Cor coeli, 18,46.Capricor,

Hieron, Cardani autoris,

Cardano wrote the aphorisms between 1546 and 1547 years.
They were rst published in 1547 in Nuremberg [4], and later
repeatedly reprinted. For example, they were included in the
collections of astrological aphorisms [6] published in Ulm in
1641 and 1647, copying the version in the "Opera Omnia".
In 1647, a French translation appeared, and in 1676 in the
collection "Anima Astrologiae" some of the aphorisms ap-
peared in the English translation by Henry Coley. In 1998, the
Italian translation by Renzo de Martino was published [7].
The present work is the rst complete translation of the
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Cardano’s aphorisms in the English language performed from
the original Latin text. We used two editions of the aphorisms,
the section from the "Opera Omnia" [5] and one of the Ulm
editions [6].

It is necessary to note the di erences between these two edi-
tions. First of all, in the Ulm edition all the chart examples
present in the "Opera Omnia" are missing. Furthermore, the
96th aphorism of the VI Segment is missing, and as a conse-
quence all the numeration of the aphorisms is wrongly shifted
up to the 132 aphorism of the same Segment. On the other
hand, the comparison of the texts of the aphorisms in both
editions allowed us to discover the defects of the text in the
"Opera Omnia" that were a ecting the astrological sense of
some aphorisms.

In the examples of the charts, Cardano uses the system
of so-called equal houses, which is sometimes called Firmicus
system, because it often appears in the "Matheseos Libri"
by Julius Firmicus Maternus. Moreover, this systems is also
called "juxta gradus aequales™ | according to the equal de-
grees. Equal degrees' were called the degrees of the ecliptics,
and the system of houses that corresponds to the equal degrees
contains 30 equal degrees of the ecliptics; the counting starts
from the ascendent. Therefore, in this system the medium
coeli does not coincide with the cusp of the 10th house. In the
charts of the examples, the coordinates of the MC (cor coeli)
are speci cally mentioned in the central square of the original
chart.

At a mature age, or at least from the time of writing the
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commentaries for the Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, which were rst
published in 1554, Cardano used the Regiomontanus house
system.

We present original charts from the "Opera Omnia" and
their modern equivalents with Regiomontanus houses. Note
that in the text Cardano mentions equal houses, and the plan-
etary positions are often mentioned as such. We have corrected
the dates of 12 charts, according to placements of the Moon
and given information about accidents and MC, with corre-
sponding footnotes in the text. Values of MC and ascendents
also allowed us to estimate locations of some charts. For con-
venience, we also present original and modern version of each
table in the text.

The time in the charts is mentioned in di erent systems.
Most common are the following two:

in equal hours from the noon (hours and minutes after the
noon);

time horologij, i.e. by clock [ this is the common in that
period in Italy system of counting time in equal hours from
about sunset.

There are also other ways of mentioning time in the text,
such as "at sunrise"”, "about sunset", "close to midnight",
"6 hours of night™, etc. We also kept the medieval style of nam-
ing natural bene cs "fortunes™ (that may be "infortunate" by
placement or aspects with "infortunes') and using pronouns of
animated objects (*'she™, "he") when mentioned the planets.

The genre of the aphorisms implies some mystique style

171
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of writing requiring additional explanations. Certainly, Car-
dano had examples of aphorisms of his predecessors, in par-
ticular, the Centiloquium of Ptolemy. In the Cardano’s apho-
risms, there are unambiguous hints to the Ptolemy’s apho-
risms. Cardano was also familiar with the commentaries of
the Centiloquium assigned to Abu’l Hasan Ali ibn Ridwan
Al-Misri. Therefore, aphorisms for Cardano meant to be for-
mulated darkly and were expected to be interpreted.

This work originated from the free e-book of commentaries [9]
to the old, reduced and reorganized English translation from
the Latin by Henry Coley, which was included in the 'Anima
Astrologi ’ [2] published in 1675. In place of Cardano’s seven
chapters, Coley and Lilly created nine topical ones, omitting
‘irrelevant’ materials.

Thus, this is the rst English translation of the complete
Seven Segments, written and commented by non-native En-
glish speakers. We started this work not due to vanity and
ambition, but due to sincere admiration of the Cardano’s tal-
ent and eagerness to learn and share the breadth of his genius.

The translation from Latin to Russian was performed by
Anton Grigoriev; the English translation was performed by
Valerie Livina; the nal English version of the aphorisms was
repeatedly discussed. The commentaries were written by Va-
lerie Livina under supervision of Anton Grigoriev whose ex-
pertise in the medi val astrology was most helpful.

We admit that our English and Latin are not perfect, yet
this is not the main reason for the occasional oddity of the text.
The speech of Cardano, itself, is odd at places, due to his natal
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retrograde Mercury, cadent and combust. His mind was deep
and elegant; his speech, at times, was not. We did our best
to preserve his style, yet to make it readable (this means some
minor corrections deviating from the original, which we tried
to keep minimal and accurate). Hopefully, the commentaries
would clarify the rest.

Any suggestions/corrections that could help improve this
e-book are welcome.

Valerie N. Livina vlivina@gmail.com
http://vlivina.googlepages.com
http://vlivina.blogspot.com

Anton L. Grigoryev libellus@bk.ru
http://www.antonblog.net
http://www.astromaster.info
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Segment |

1.1

Here were seven things, of which it was
necessary that every one should fall out
exactly when and where it did for the
attainment of the required results.

Girolamo Cardano

Life is short, art long, experience is obtained not due to our
will, judgement is di cult, and moreover, it is necessary not only
to exercise in own judgements, but also in judgements of others
who speak according to the reason; to study scriptures, and also
to discover the natural causes of appearing events; to consider
the true positions of stars and then their movement, and to be a
passionate lover of truth.

Life is short, do not waste it doubting the Divine knowl-
edge. Accumulate experience, learn from scriptures of
the wise, modernise your understanding according to the
evolving reality, but never discredit the basics, like ruler-
ships and dignities. The believers reach the truth.

. The knowledge of events is achieved by three means: what will

the future events be, why will they happen, and why will they
happen that time. Therefore, it is very important to know what

1See Aphorisms by Hippocrates [8] and Cardano’s commentary on them in the Opera.
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1.5,

is signi ed by these three.

What, why and when | three major questions of the Art.

. However connected the arts and their subjects, it is impossible to

tell anything de nite about the future, and astrologer should not
say about future anything undoubtedly.

There is the main reason forbidding precise predictions:
the Will of God keeping the secrets of the Nature, so the
nal knowledge is ever slipping away from the man.

Yet, since the subject of the art is ourselves, and the judge-
ments depend on ourselves, this connection does in uence
the result. By the Will of God.

. Strong positions of stars, which are mediocre in nature, you will

interpret as misfortunes for paupers and as bright deeds for the
powerful. But if they are good or bad and in strong positions,
they signify either luck or disasters.

Planets of mediocre (neutral) nature are Mercury, Moon
and Sun, and their strong positions (accidental strength)
promise di erent future according to the status of the na-
tive. The good planets (bene cs) are Jupiter and Venus,
and in strong (accidentally) positions they promise un-
conditional luck, whereas male cs (Saturn and Mars), be-
ing accidentally strong, would give unconditional disaster.
Therefore, judge signi cations of planets according to their
nature and accidental/essential strength.

There will be no trust to what contradicts reason, and there is
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no hope it could last long.

The rational is stable, the irrational is not.

. Whoever suddenly achieves great luck, those suddenly su er great

disasters.

The destiny pattern has a certain amplitude of extremes,
both good and bad. Astrologically, the stronger the chart,
the stronger rise, as well as downfall. Hence, do not envy
the lucky.

. The positions of stars should be carefully studied before you come

to a judgement on the basis of an assumption, such as we, for in-
stance, we know the placement of the Moon by means of an added
argument of latitude and by Dragon’s Head, and [the places] of
the other planets | by means of the Sun.

Cardano compares usage of inaccurate positions of planets
with a judgement by assumption or guess in opposition to
a con dent judgement according to carefully checked exact
positions of planets. Apparently, he wants to draw a par-
allel between coming to judgement from a supposition and
from the exact positions of planets by means of corrections
to a mean position, as it was done in his time.

. Mathematics cannot be known completely. Hence the movement

of star can never be perfectly known, nor the judgements based
on them. Therefore, it is necessary to correct the movement of
stars periodically after new observations.

Astrologers of the past did not have computers, so their

1 12 1



Cardano’s First Segment

c V.Livina & A.Grigoryev

1.10.

routine work was harder, their e orts were more diligent,
and their faith guided them properly. Nowadays, we are
equipped with better and faster instruments, our life is
easier | this creates illusions. Keep the faith!

. Itis better to know less but correctly and rmly than more mixed

and with mistakes.

And the best is to know more and rmly.

It is good to know how much each planet can move in a single

year, and on the other hand, their revolutions, as well as those of
xed stars and Dragon’s Head.

Average speed of planets should be known, from degree
per day for the Sun to one sign per 2.5 years for Saturn.

Circxitus flellarum ¢ [yderam, Brogreffus in anno.
An. Dies hor. mi. [ee. Par. mi. fec. ter.

Fix® 49000. o o o © © o 32 14
Satur. 29 Y57 22 43 o 12 13 §3 s
Topiger 11 311 23 o 3 3o 21 35 18
Mars I 321 22 40 18 191 24 31 34
Sol o 365 5 48 41 360 o o 0
Venus ® 365 5 48 41 360 o o o
Merc. o 365 § 48 41 360 o 9 o
Luna © 27 7 43 7 132 34 12 ¥
Caput 38 224 8 © o 19 20 29 33

Table 1 (original).
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years days hours minutes seconds

stars 49000 0 0 0 0
S 29 157 22 43 0
3 11 311 23 0 3
h 1 321 22 40 18
s 0 365 5 48 41
g 0 365 5 48 41
T 0 365 5 48 41
d 0 27 7 43 7

K? 18 224 8 0 0

Table 1a (modern). Revolutions of stars and planets.

degrees minutes seconds thirds (sec/60)

stars 0 0 32 14
S 12 13 53 5
§ 30 21 35 18
h 191 24 31 54
s 360 0 0 0
g 360 0 0 0
T 360 0 0 0
d 132 34 12 7

K? 19 20 29 33

Table 1b (modern). Annual movement.

|.11. Besides the known seven planets, there are stars in the 8th sphere:
15 of rst magnitude, 45 of second, 208 of third, 474 of fourth,
217 of fth, 49 of sixth, 9 obscure and 5 nebulous, therefore, 1022
in total.

Modern astronomers can add a little, but it is better to
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1.12.

1.13.

1.14.

use the table from Ptolemy’s Almagest in the Book VI,
Chapter 5.

Empty parts of the 8th sphere partly correspond to the nature of
the signs, partly to the nature of the neighbour stars.

8th is the stellar sphere, its empty areas inherit quality of
zodiacal signs and stars nearby.

There are three Principles of the Art: reason, sense and experi-
ence. There are four Principles of Operation: planets, sky de-
grees, xed stars and houses.

Whereas the Principles of Operations are clear (they com-
prise a chart and are objects of analysis), the Principles of
Art stress the importance of both analytical and sensual
components of astrology, and this needs to be reminded to
many astrologers.

Astrology is a science, because it requires wit and logic
(these can be developed by e ort), but it is also an art,
because it ourishes by personal talent and intuition which
are gifts. Purely analytical approach would not work in
astrology: the human brain is a too weak tool on the edge
of the stellar sphere.

In conjunction and square, direct the place and the body of the
planet, but in opposition, trine and sextile, directions are always
done for the place calculated with the latitude of the beam.

It seems that Cardano, as many other astrologers, in us-
ing directions accepts the doctrine of aspects by Giovanni

1 151



Cardano’s First Segment ¢ V.Livina & A.Grigoryev

Bianchini. According to this doctrine, the aspects of a
planet at certain latitude, too have latitude. The opposi-
tion has the lattitude opposite to the latitude of the planet,
in value and sign. Trine aspect has latitude of the oppo-
site sign and half in value. Sextile has latitude the same in
sign and half in value. Square does not have latitude, i.e.
is placed on the ecliptic. Andrea Argoli explains the Bian-
chini doctrine as follows [1]: "Giovanni Bianchini... in
the great circle passing through the centre of the star,
having some latitude and inclined with respect to the
ecliptic, establishes uniform distribution of all aspects.
And shows that the square is always calculated on the
ecliptic and without latitude. The opposition will keep
the same latitude as the body of the star, although with
the opposite denomination. Trine and sextile | half
of the latitude; sextile of the same and trine of the
opposite denomination."

He gives the following example: "In this scheme one can
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see that Venus has 4 degrees of northern latitude. Her
opposition is 4 degrees of southern latitude, because she
falls into the opposite side. Trine || 2 degrees of the
southern latitude, because it also gets on the opposite
side. Sextile | 2 degrees of the northern latitude, be-
cause it gets on the same side with the body of Venus.
Whereas both squares are on the ecliptic and void of
latitude."

Boreal.

~
L

-
=

Latt. Bor

Liatif, Mersd,

Amma shep u-/
eAustral.

1171



Cardano’s First Segment ¢ V.Livina & A.Grigoryev

1.15.

Therefore, Cardano says that for squares we have to takes
the place of the ecliptic, whereas for other aspects to con-
sider the latitude.

You will know equality and inequality of days, because Sun moves
faster in opposition to abside than in abside, and because the arcs
from the beginning of Capricorn to the end of Gemini ascend
faster than on the other half.

The abside is "that highest part of circle, when the planet
is at the farthest position from the Earth, in opposition to
the lowest position when the planet is at the closest point
to the Earth. The farthest point is called apogee (Aux in
Arabic), the other one is perigee (opposite of aux), and
the planet there is called by Greek Hypaugus (neighbour
of the Earth). Moreover, these points are considered in
both eccentric circles and epicycles. Certainly, they move,
although very slowly, and change their position in the Zo-
diac, and each planet has its absides in particular degrees
of the Zodiac" [13].
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The apogee of the epicycle The planet
~ @
4 . The apogee of the eccentric circle
\ °

-

The epicycle

The eccentric circle

The center of the World (the Earth)

In the Seven Segments, Cardano mentions absides several
times, and he means rather apogee, calling the opposite
place perigee. Sometimes he says that considers absides of
epicycles.

In the geocentric system, the Sun does not have an epicy-
cle, but moves along the circle whose centre is shifted with
respect to the world centre (the Earth), in the eccentric
circle. This explains di erent speed of the Sun along the
eclipticindi erent seasons. Being in the most remote from
the Earth point of its circle (apogee), the Sun is slowest.
In the opposite point, the Sun moves fastest.
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|.16.

The apogee of the eccentric circle

,

——The eccentric circle 8

[

The center of the World (the Earth)

*
The apogee’s opposition

6

Cardano gives two arguments explaining inequality of the
days of the year. First, the Sun moves with di erent speed
in di erent parts of the ecliptics, therefore in di erent days
the ecliptic distance between the Sun positions at rising
and setting are di erent. Second, the ecliptics has two
parts with signs from Capricorn to Gemini rising faster
than the part from Cancer to Sagittarius. These two fac-
tors explain the inequality of the days in the year.

When you wish to know, on the basis of the star location obtained
with an instrument, the hour distance from some initial place,
each degree will be given four minutes of an hour, and do this
along the circle.

1 20 1
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1.17.

1.18.

1.19.

1.20.

One day, which is 24 hours, gives full circle of 360 degrees.
Hence one hour corresponds to 15 degrees, or one degree
per four minutes. This is the conversion of the arc of the
equatorial degrees into time and vice versa.

Therefore it is obvious that the complete possible di erence which
can be achieved is 1 hour, 5 minutes, 28 seconds, although Ptolemy
found it a bit bigger, but without signi cant di erence.

In [7], this is commented as the estimates of the value of
the precession.

Besides, one should know revolutions of single planets in a small
circle and how long can they take.

Cardano says that one should know the time required for
the planet to make a complete circle in epicycle.

It is better to know less about the superior things than more
about the inferior.

Multiple knowledge of insigni cant things is useless. As-
trologically, this is about Mercury loves details and is de-
void of understanding.

Astrology is the most superior among the sciences, because the
knowledge of celestial bodies and of the future is not only Divine
but also most useful.

Divine | no doubt. Useful | for knowing and accepting
the Will of God.
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1.21.

1.22.

1.23.

|.24.

Something is perfectly known, like ascensions of circles; some-
thing is known closely, like the revolution of the Sun; something
is unknown but can be known, like revolutions of superior plan-
ets. Some things are within the bounds of the knowledge, but
can never be known, like ingressions of the Sun into the equinox
point. Other things are not known and cannot be known, like
mixtures and powers of stars.

There will always exist things remaining unknown to man,
however advanced might be his tools and knowledge. When
the science faces unpredictable results crashing contempo-
rary theories, for some it is yet another intellectual chal-
lenge in the in nite hunt, for others it is a manifestation of
the borders imposed onto humans by means of the short
life span, physical weakness, and limited mental capacity.

But there is something super-celestial which helps the man to
predict.

This is the divine power which is above the stars.

Except to the Sun, none of the planets would return to the initial
place in the whole eternity, and even in an incredibly long time
to the previous place, according to the human understanding.

Cardano is probably talking about the origin of the world,
which is hardly reproducible in the nearest future.

Fools ignore astrology and do not pay attention; one who con-
tradicts is conceited, one who abuses is stupid. The mystery is
indeed Divine. Therefore, those who refused the natural causes

1 22 1
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are hardly attached tight, but rather ippant; hence buttress is
required.

The buttress of the astrology is the natural philosophy and
faith in particular. In the medi val times, faith was an
integral part of science and was rationally embedded into
the body of knowledge, according to the scienti c criteria
of the time of Cardano.

Tabula aquationss dierum.
Partes 3] 6l 9|_t’z| x5 | x81 21l 24] 271 30
Gr. 3 !' 1' ll !l ol o] o] o] oj3 o]
s 'Ml E 551 401 241 91 551 40] 26 lz.I 1|:§u
T !Gr. o‘ o_l ol ol o xl xl :‘ xI i
20 IMi ] 23] 320 41] 49l 551 ol 3] 6l sl 4
. |Gs. xl 1 ol of o] o] o] o’ ol c
Gemi. | M, il ol 55l 49] 42] 35 z'fl 19] 1ol o
c IG:. ) ol ol ol o] o] of o xl 3
e M2 | 11] 20l 29l 370 asl ssf 58 sl sl 7
L Gr. 1| 1] 1 xl i| o o' o ol o
€0 [Mi.|] | 10l 10 81 i1 1| s3| 46| 37] 28] 16
. Gr. ol‘”o ol ol o 1| 1] 1 ll 2
Vltgo ,Ml. |_3 § 9] 22| 371 §2 7 ;1' 38, 54 10
. Gr. l 2} 2] 3] ‘3] 3] 3 3‘ 31 3 4
Libra Mnl 25l 40 54, 7t 19l 30l 40l 46] 551 s
S Gr, 4' 4' 4! 4| 4| 3 5[ 5| 3l 3
cor. Mi.| sl 81 71 sl 3l 58 53] 42l 31] 19
Sagi Gr. ‘ 3| z‘ z' zl il il 1) o o' o
gt Mi-l 4l 48 310 130 52l 51l ol 47l 24l o
Gr.l% ol ol 1, 1] 1 zl z.l 2 5[ 3
Cap. m~§ | 251 461 71 291 49] 9l 281 451 ol 15
"Gr- al 3| 3! 3] 31 4] 4] 4 4! 3t
Aque |, 26) 38| 461 s4l s8] 1} 2] 31 ol 6
o |6 | 3 sl 3| 3] 3 3|‘ 2| 2 z' 2
Pifces MLI stl 4 36| a7l 18] 5| sz2| 38] 24| 10

Rewolutiones Planctarans i parwo circulo.

Saturnus Tupiter Mars.
An. di. ho. mi. An. di. ho. mi. An. di. ho. mi.
I. 1. 20. 24. 1. 33. I§. 244 2. 49. 10. 47.
Venns Mercurius Luna.
An. di. ho, mi. An, di. ho. mi. An, di. ho. mi
r. 218, 16. 26, O, 11§, 31. §. 0. 27. 13. 8

Table 2 (original).

1 231



Cardano’s First Segment

c V.Livina & A.Grigoryev

Degrees

30

60

90

12° 15°

18°

21° 24°

27°

30°

1055

1°40°

1024

1°09" | 0°55"

0040

0°26" | 0°12°

0°01°

0°11°

0023

0032

0°41°

0°49" | 0°55"

1°00°

1°03" | 1°06

1005

1004

1°02]

1°00°

0055

0°49" | 0°42°

0035

0°27" | 0°19"

0°10

0°00°

0°11°

0020’

0029’

0°37" | 0945

0°58

0°58" | 1°03"

1005

1°07°

1°10°

1°10"

1°08"

1°05" | 1°01°

0°53

0°46" | 0°37°

0028

0°16

0°03"

0°09’

00220

0°377 | 0°52°

1°07"

10220 | 1038"

19540

2010"

20250

2040Q"

20540

30077 | 3°19°

3°30]

30407 | 3%46

3055

40077

4005!

4908’

4°07"

4°05" | 4°03

3°58

30517 | 3942F

30317

3°19’

3004

2048

2031°

20137 | 1°52¢

1°37°

1°09° | 0047

00247

0°00°

0025

0046

1°07°

10297 | 1949

2009

20287 | 2045

3°00

315

3026

3038

3046

3°54" | 3°58"

4°01°

4°02" | 4°03"

4°00"

3056

21210 X[ 3|3|TI<[0|X

3051

3045

336

30277 | 3°16"

305

20520 | 2038"

20240

2010

Table 2a (modern).

Equating time. Red colour marks
values to add ('adde’), blue colour marks values to sub-

tract ("'minue’) in Table 2.

Table 2b (modern). Revolutions of planets in a small

Planets | years | days | hours | minutes
S 1 12 | 20 24
] 1 33 | 15 24
h 2 49 | 10 47
g 1 218 16 26
L 0 [115 ] 21 5
d 0 27 | 13 8

circled.

aThe epicycle.

1.25. It is di cult to judge by means of the scriptures; more di cult
to hand down the Art; the most di

cult to discover the Art.

Studies are di cult, teaching is more di cult, and most
di cult is research, which is an essential part of the tra-
dition. Tradition is not about rigidity and repeating the
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|.26.

1.27.

1.28.

1.29.

known; tradition is about following the canon and preserv-
ing the structure while moving forward and adjusting to
the reality.

The child is then called born when starts breathing the rst gulp
of air with own lips outside the mother’s womb.

The rst breath is the beginning: it signi es physical in-
dependence.

When you double the distance of the mean place of the Moon
to the place of the Sun, this becomes the mean argument of the
Moon. Each time when you count degrees of the distance from
Sun to a superior planet according to mean movement, you get
distance from the planet to the abside.

This aphorism gives the technical method of calculating
absides using the old-fashioned ephemerides.

And the method of casting a chart for the direction that shall
happen is that not only the planets, but also with the xed stars
could be written according to their magnitude - 246 xed stars
of the signs and 27 out of them.

While considering directions, one should take into account
not only planets, but also xed stars, because there will
be directions to the xed stars. There are 246 big stars in
the zodiacal belt and 27 outside it.

You should have an instrument like a planisphere, very large,
divided into 3600, with which you can calculate directions at
ease, both direct and converse. The same for genitures, you with
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1.30.

|.31.

all care place into a big table the positions of all xed star®f the
signs and the rest big ones outside the zodiacal belt, and iha
outside limb | degrees and minutes, opposite to the printed.

Planisphere might be helpful even in the computer age:
understanding the spatial dynamics is essential. Manual
lling the chart is helpful as well; especially for those who
are earthy and watery.

Besides, each planet should be directed along the line whete
moves, like the Sun along ecliptics, and others | along the ctles
of their latitudes; similarly we understand the xed stars,which

move according to the bodies | however, the direction of the
place is always along the degrees of the ecliptics.

Technicalities about directions of Sun, planets, stais, an
ascendent.

Thus, when this happens, it is necessary that all rays shoulae
considered this way on such a circle, hence the opposing teeth
Sun follow the Bianchini method. In this case, it is necessato
know the maximal latitudes of planets and the places where ¢h
latitude circle intersects the ecliptic that time, and thento nd
rays and directions according to tables of primary motion owith
help of an instrument.

Table 3 (original).
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